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The president is moving to 
ease the economic cost of 
the viral pandemic 

By Lisa Mascaro, Andrew Taylor, 


Jill Colvin and Zeke Miller 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Taking dras- 
tic action Wednesday, President 
Donald Trump announced he is 
cutting off travel from Europe to 
the U.S. and moving to ease the 


economic cost of a viral pandem- 
ic that is roiling global financial 
markets and disrupting the daily 
lives of Americans. 

Trump made the announce- 
ment that he is suspending all 
travel from Europe to the U.S. for 
30 days beginning late Friday — 
at midnight — during a rare Oval 
Office address to the nation. After 
days of playing down the threat, 
he blamed the European Union 
for not acting quickly enough to 
address the novel coronavirus 


FORECAST: WARM, HIGH: 80, LOW 45. A2 


CORONAVIRUS 


U.S. suspends travel from Europe 


and claimed that U.S. clusters 
were “seeded” by European trav- 
elers. 

“We made a lifesaving move 
with early action on China,” 
Trump said. “Now we must take 
the same action with Europe.” 

Trump said the restrictions 
wont apply to the United King- 
dom, and there would be ex- 
emptions for “Americans who 
have undergone appropriate 


» See Virus, page A4 
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President 
Donald Trump 
speaks to the 
nation about 

| the coronavi- 
rus from the 

| Oval Office 

at the White 
House in 
Washington on 
_ Wednesday. 
DOUG MILLS/ 
The New York 


Times via AP 


Memorial High School basketball players, including Juwan Provitt, practice Wednesday. Memorial's boys are part of the Class 5A state basket- 
ball tournament. High school state tournaments are scheduled to be played through Saturday. MATT BARNARD/Tulsa World 


State tourneys still on 


OSSAA to go ahead with basketball tournaments despite virus 


By Mike Brown 
Tulsa World 


Oklahoma Secondary School Activities As- 
sociation planned to move forward with its 


season-ending tournaments in Tulsa and 


orkers were busy making sure 
gyms at Memorial, Owasso and 
Skiatook high schools were 
scrubbed and sterilized ahead 


Oklahoma City. 

That was despite concerns over the COV- 
ID-19 illness that have caused alterations to 
similar events in other parts of the country. 


of the Class 6A-5A state tournaments, 


which open Thursday in the Tulsa area. 
As of late Wednesday afternoon, the 


In a statement posted Monday on its 


» See OSSAA, page A4 


WHO: virus now pandemic 


Spread of COVID-19 to multiple 
countries has U.N. health agency 
raise level of outbreak. A5 


Dow in bear market 


Markets resume freefall; IRS 
looks to extend tax filing dead- 
line. A7 


NWS: Almost 1 in 5 chance of flood this spring 


Sand Springs residents 
continue to deal with 
fallout from last season 


By Kelly Bostian 
Tulsa World 


SAND SPRINGS — Some 
audible groans came with the 
news National Weather Ser- 
vice meteorologist Nicole Mc- 
Gavock brought to residents 
of the Town and Country 
neighborhood at Sand Springs 
on Wednesday evening. 

The chance of the Arkansas 
River’s reaching flood stage 
between March and June this 
year is about 18%, she said. 
The chance for a repeat of 


flooding similar to last year’s 
is 6%. 

In an average year, the 
chance that the river will 
reach flood stage is less than 
2%. 

McGavock put this year’s 
potential into perspective. 

“That’s higher than normal, 
but it is not an extreme prob- 
ability,” she said. 

McGavock was among a 
lineup of officials at the Case 
Community Center who gave 
residents of the still-recover- 
ing neighborhood hit hard in 
the May flood answers and 
advice on everything from 
watching the weather and 
updated warning systems to 
housing permits and insur- 
ance. 


Each of the residents re- 
ceived a survey that asked 
about basics people might 
still need to know about, such 
as road and access issues, if 
there is an abandoned house 
next door, whether they have 
a building permit to rebuild, 
if they had flood insurance, if 
they have a mortgage, if their 
home is occupied, even if they 
are interested in sending their 
children to a summer camp. 

“We have brought everyone 
here to help you move forward 
with your lives,’ Tulsa County 
Commissioner Karen Keith 
said in opening the meeting. 

McGavock’s role was to lay 
out the forecast and show res- 
idents how they can watch the 
river levels online and inform 


themselves 
risks. 

The forecast for the possi- 
bility of flooding is increased 
because the ground is so wet 
in the Tulsa area, as well as 
in most of the Arkansas River 
drainage area to the north and 
west all the way to Wichita, 
Kansas, from above-normal 
rainfall in the past month to 
90 days. 

“If you think of the ground 
like a sponge, and when it 
rains the ground soaks it up 
like a sponge. Well, once that 
sponge is full, any additional 
rain that falls is going to go 
straight into the rivers and 
lakes,” McGavock said. 


about possible 


» See Flood, page A3 


Officials 
seeking 
guides 
for events 


Rules for delaying large 
public events being 
developed by state 


By Kevin Canfield 
Tulsa World 


State health officials hope to 
have a process in place soon 
that can be used to determine 
whether large public events 
should be held, Dr. Bruce Dart 
with Tulsa City Health Depart- 
ment said Wednesday. 

“You can see cancellations 
going on all over the country; 
Dart told Tulsa city councilors. 
“So we are right now creating 
in conjunction with the state 
Department of Health and the 
Oklahoma City/County Health 
Department a three-tiered ap- 
proach to do a decision tree 
that will allow us to make those 
decisions if we need to cancel or 
postpone events. 

“It’s going to be based on the 
penetration of coronavirus in 
our community.” 

As of Wednesday evening, the 
state had one confirmed case 
of COVID 19 and another “pre- 
sumptive” positive case. A total 
of 17 tests have be conducted so 
far with 15 of those coming back 
negative, according to a results 
page maintained by the Oklaho- 
ma State Department of Health. 
The state is awaiting the results 
of testing on 11 other “persons 
under investigation.” 


» See Health, page A5 


FIND US ONLINE 


Twitter: @tulsaworld 
Facebook: facebook.com/tulsaworld 


INDEX 

Ask Amy A12 Obituaries A10 
Comics A13 Sports TV B2 
Crosswords A12 Stocks A6 
Editorial A8 Sudoku A13 
KenKen A12 Work & money A7 
Movies ANIA 

LOTTERY 


Pick 3: 2-2-5 | Cash 5: 3-5-6-9-33 
Powerball: 4-29-49-50-67 2 x4 ($110 
million) 

Lotto America: 2-11-24-29-50 4 x2 
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